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GUIDE TO INVESTIGATION 


UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL OBJECTS 
Incident Noe 


Date of Observation 7 May 1949 Date of Interviow__31 May 1949 


Exact time of observation (local) Between 1800 and 1850 hours, CST 


Place of Observation: 38:3lN; 90:157 Kansas C s 1A Š 
(ilap Coor dinates ) Seale 150,000 ity Sectiona eronautical Chart, 


Position of observer (air, car, bldg, location of =- give details) 


Seated in lawn chair in back yard, facing north-west. 


What attracted attention to object: Observer and wife were watching gulls 


from Mississippi River when object was sighted. 
Number of objects and sketch of formation or grouping: 
Only one object observed. 
Apparent size (compare to knovm object, ie Cep sun, moon, thumb or 
fist at arms length): Appeared to be about the size of a li 
ght private 
a ot n have taken a newspaper held at arm's length to obstruct it 


Color of object: Dark reddish brown 


Shape (give graphic description - compare with knorm object): 
Resembled a Sting Ray except it had no 
whipli 
Altitude (Angle of elevation above horizon A BF beacon, 90° overhead)s 
85° 
Direction from observer (Angle clockwise from North): 
11 o'clock 


Direction of flight of object (s): 

South by Southwest 

Time in sight: 

Approximately 45 seconds 

Speed (time to cover given angular distance): 

Approximately 45 seconds to cover an angle of approximately 60° 


Sound and odor: 


None 
Distance from observer (Distance to town, bldg, etce, over which 


object appeared to be:) 


Approximately 9 or 10 thousand feet overhead. 


Page 2 In-adent lo. 
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Ifs Trail (color, length, width, peristance, ete.) 


None 


Luminosity (visible by reflection, jneandesence, other = decree of 
brilliance): 


Bright glint or reflection from right side 


Frojections (fins, wings, rods, antennac, cancpics, otca): 


None observed 


vaneuvers (turns, climbs, dives, etc.e = sketch of flight path): 
Flew in a straight line, but was rolling or oscillating from side to 


Manner of disappearance: 


Disappeared in the atmosphere, apparently without gaining or losing any 
altitude. i 


Effect on clouds: 
No clouds in skye 


236 aditional information concerning object: Object was also observed 

by Mrs. o thought the object was buff colored with a 

reddish glow somewhat like an old fashioned coal stove instead of a glint 
on the right edge. 

2h, weather conditions and light at time of sighting! 


Weather: fair 
Light: Twilight or approximately 20 or 30 minutes before official sunset. 


Name and address pa 


. 
Occupation and hobbies: 


Retired Artist, who still paints occasionally. Art is principle intereste 


nue, Ste Louis, Missouri 


to intelligence and character of c bserver 
(Check neighbors, FEI records, employer, ©@tCe ): Observer 
and wife both app ies, both very sincere in tho pelief 

is apparently well versed in 


they saw & strange S 
air travel and different types of ai Okeck of neighbors, St. Louis 


Police and FBI failed to reveal any 
Did observer wear glasses, especially polaroi 
or was object viewed through canopy, Window, or other 
Mr ars glasses with bifocal lens and was wearing them at the time 
of the observatione Mrs .' es not wear glasses and claims to have 


good eyesight. 


Comments of Interro 


d glasses ot time of sighting 
transparent material? 


++ eccentric or that he had been known to ever make any strange 


reportse 


Page 3 incident No. 
Guide to Investigation 
Relative to Rudar Sightings 
lẹ Ro radars now operating on ground 
as Observations of direction; rango, speed, altitude and size of target: 


No radar operating in this area at time object was observed. 


Did target execute any turns? If so, t angle (160°), cots 
and that radius of turn. If radius of turn was not obsorvablo, 
how long did the target stay in the turn and what was its speed: 


Note particularly any seperation of distant target into several 
targets upon approach: 


Was radar blip on cathode ray tube well defined and consistent vith 
sizo of objects faint; fading, pulsating at rogulsr rate: 
Did radar ccho signal disappear suddenly or gradually: 


airbourne, whon object was sighted: 


Vere there any radar indications or oxtra noise on radio circuits: 


Give estimates of size, speed, mancuvors, Otce: 


Teletype sequences of local weather conditions: Pa 
7 May 1949, 1820 hours CST. Scattered clouds at 22,000 feet, visibility 
15 miles, temperature 70°, dew point 53°, surface wind east by north east 


at 7 miles per hour. 
Winds alofé report: 


May 199, 1500 hours. 
la Zi "00206 0207 3109 62912 


2913 82911 2910 63305 81502 


1 
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oe 


Local flight schedules of commercial, private and militury aircraft 
flying in vicinity ut the times 
(Check Canadian activity if close to border) 


Chicago’& Southern DC-l, Departed Lambert Field, St. Louis, Missouri, for 
Memphis, Tennessee at 1751 hours CST, 7 May 1949 


Possible releases of testing devices in vicinity sent aloft by Ordnunco 
Navy, Air Force, Army, Weather Units, Research Organizations or any othor: 


None from Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, U.S. Naval Air Station or 
McDonnell Aircraft Corporation, Lambert Field, St. Louis, Missouri. 


If object contactod earth, obtain soil samples within and without do= 
pression or spot whore object landed for purposes of making comparison 
of soils, 


Not applicable 


Obtain photographs (or original negatives) where available; if not, 
secure skotchos of: 

Not applicable 

a, Object 

be Surrounding terrain where object was observed 

Ce Place whore object contacted earth (if this happened) 

de iimneuvers 

Ce Formation (if more than tvo) 


Secure signed statements, 
Obtain fragments or physical evidence where possible, 


Not applicable 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON) 5D-0SI1/VC/mag 


wm, A 
UNCLAS bs THE INSPECTOR GENERAL. USAF 
STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE DAYTON one 


IN REPLY REFER TO 5D=2y=21P e2 June 1949 


SUBJECT: PROJECT "GRUDGE" 325 
Incident, 13 May 1949 
St. Louis, Missouri 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Commanding General 

Air Materiel Command 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 

ATTN: MCIAXS 


1. Reference is made to your R&R, dated 2 May 1919, requesting 
an investigation of unidentified aerial phenomenon reported on 13 May 
1949 at St. Louis, Missouris. 


2. Transmitted herewith are two (2) copies of Report of Investi- 
gation by Special Agent BENJAMIN F. SELLARS, Jre, dated č June 1949, with 
inclosures, for your informatione 


3. This report constitutes the development of all logical leads 
in this case and no further investigation is contemplated by this officee 


Jv 
1 Incl HOMAS Fe DOYLE, JR. 


Rpt of Inv by S/A SELLARS Captain, USAF 
dta & Jun 4g (in dup) i Acting District Comander 
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ALFOF.I 17 May 1949 


SUBIT: Siphting of Kysteriour Object 


TO 8 Commanding Ceneral 
Hq Air Materiel Command 
Vright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Wright Field, Ohio 
ATTNs MCAXO-3 


l. The following item, dated 13 May, wes reported to this heade 
quarters by the Regiona? Office of St. Louis, Missaris 


"Long after the wave of reports of flying saucers, a 
pouth St, Louisan said that he had sighted some other 
mysterious object in the sky last Saturday. Sim 

» 3t. Louis, said the object 
appeared to be about the size of a light private air 
piane, but bore no resemblance to a plane and was much 
faster, ‘It was flat, reddish brown in color and I 
saw a glint in the late sunlight at that height, al- 
though the sun had set vhere we were,’ he said. ‘The 
object seemed to have an oscillating motion and was 
somewhat triangular, '* 


2, No further investigation is contemplated by this headquarters. 


FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 


INCIDENT NO. f 
T a 


Date of Observation Tiny 1949 Date of Interview 51-nay-26) 

Exact Time (local) 1300-1630 

Place of Observation Ste Louin, ide 36° 34t ; (0° = 158 vest 
Position of observer Cround 

‘What attracted attention to object 

Number of objects one 


Apparent size 
P of light plane (owwerver states “would havo takon newsyoper of arms 


Col f object length to obstruct vicw of object." 

Toe OE Pose Dark reddish brown, (road object appeared buf: colored) 
Shape [ike a ray fish without tail, sonewmt triangular 
Altitude g5° = 9,000 = 10,000 fect 


Direction from observer 330° 


Distance from observer 9,00) = 10,00. fect overhead 


Direction of flight of ebject(s) South, Soutimest 

Time in sight 45 seconds 

Speed Fast = covered 60° in 45 seconds (computed Uj0-150 mph) 

Sound and odor none 

Trail A 

Luminosity Glint or refloction fron right sido 

Projections None noticed 

Maneuvers Straight flight, but was rolling or iiaii fron sido to sido 
Manner of disappearance 


Effect on Clouds 


Additional information concorning object Could possibly have boen comercial 
air liner in arca at tine of sighting 
Weather Conditions me twilight, 7mph wind east by lHeEe 


(over) 


Page 2 ae Incident 425 
Name and address of observer: Wre & 2 aie: Ste Louis, lide 


Occupation and hobbics; 


Retired Artist 


Comments of Interrogator rolativo te intolligencu and character of observor (s); 


Considered rellaule 


NARRAJIVI SUMMARY: 


i a stated in substance as follows: O tiw evening of 7 May 19), ut approxe 
nately 1800 hows CST he wis sitting on the back lam with nis wifu and they wero wetch= 
ing the gulls fron the itissisedppi iiver when they noticed a sirange object almost directly 
overhead. Lr. Stated at first be thoupht it wes a large bird, bub closer observas 
tion disclosed that it was at a much higvier altitude than tue pulls, tiat it wis gone 
What triansular in shape, and timt it ms traveling at a torrific rate of suede Lire 

urtier stated tuas he nas been a passonger on carwreial air liners and would 

estimate the altitude of the object at approxinutbely nine (9) or ben (10) thousand feete 
Mre ould nut estinate the Speed, but stated it was only in sight for ap.woxinato~ 
ly forty-five (45) seconds and was faster than any airplane he Las ever scen in the skye 

Mr ge doscribod the object as being about the size of a light private vlane and 
that it closely resenbled tho- shape of a Sting Ray wiih the owejtion tuat the object 
had no shipelike tail, ir, her described the object as having a dark, dull 
roddish brom colar, and t! ery: Lint or reflection along the right side of 
the object as it wy oscillating. ‘lipo obser this lint or reñlection 
waon the right sice was higher iuan Uy further slated tiat he first 
observed tho object at about eleven (11) olcloci:, That it was av an angle of a» radimate= 
ly cightyfive (t5) degrees above the horisen, ent tiiat it was traveling in a douti 
wost diroctime ib further stated that the object traveled in a strait path 
without apparontly g or losing altitude, that it was oscillating frui side to 
sido, and that it disapeared in the a 

Mm 31 Lay 2919, e Louis, oes was inter= 
viewed regarding tho sigi of a strang object in the sky on 7 Lay 199e 
substantiated rsicon of the sighting of tie object with the oxception that 
she thought it was colored and thougit there was reddish plow, sawwhat lile the 
glow of an iron coul Stove, along the right edge of the object as it was oscillating 
throujh the skye Both agreed that the sun had just gone dow behind the trecs, and 
that there ws still quite a bit of lignt in the skye Mithor observed any fins, 
canopies, or antemus on the objecte 


JWCL AS SSIFVE 


mamaaa 
AFCSI Form 4 HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE File No. Date 
iia THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 24-38 8 June 1949 


OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS | Report made by : 
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION BENJAMIN F. SELLARS , JR. 


‘Report made at 
DO #12, Scott AFB 


PROJECT "GRUDGE" 

Incident, 13 May 19h49 “Peri 

St. Louis, Missouri 31 May, 3, 6 June a99 
Office “ot origin 


DO #5, Wright-Patterson AFB 


“Status + a 


R.U.C. 


Character es 


S:SCIAL INQUIRY 


“Reference 
Report of s/h VELTON COMBS, DO #5, file 5D-21j-21P, dated 27 Nay 1949 


“Synopsis 


Upon receipt of report of investigation from OSI District 
Office No. 5, Wright-Patterson APB, ayton, Ohio, undeveloped 
leads set forth therein were developed, however, no informa. 


tion was disclosed that would positively identify the strange 
object sighted by Mre Aah, 


St. Louis, Missouri, on 7 May 1949. 


UNITED SiATES AIR FORCE 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 


OFFICE CF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
Cl DAPAT 
cue TO | File 
ee ee alee | 
Action Copy forwarded to | File Stamp 
2Y Commanding General 

Air Materiel Command 
Wright-Patterson AFB 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN: MCIAXS 


PAUL A G ferius UNCLASSIFIED. 


Captain, USAF 
Deputy DISTRICT COMMANDER 


$1684T—*2—Scoit AFB, Ill.—3 Feb 49—10M_ | 


CLL 
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DETAILS: 


AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


1. On 31 May 1949, Nr sR il St. Louis, 
Missouri, was interviewed r gq his sishtinz an unidentified object in the 


a 


sky on 7 May 1949. Ir. ated in substance as follows: On the evenings 
/ of 7 May 1949 at aporoximately 1600 hours CST he was sitting on the back lawn 
with his wife and they were watching the gulls from the Mississippi River when 
they noticed a strange object almost directly overhead, tae at 
first ne thought it was a large bird, but closer observation disclosed that it 
was at a much higher altitude than the gulls, that it was somewhat tris mular 
in shape, and that it was traveling at a terrific rate of speed. — 
further stated that he has been a passenger on commercial air liners and would 
estimate the eltitude of the object at avvroximately nine (9) or ten (10) 
thousand feet. Mr. Q@gMMwould not estimate the speed but stated it was only 
in sight for approximately forty-five (45) seconds and was faster than any air- 
plane he has ever seen in the sky. Mr. described the object as being 
about the size of a light private plane and that it closely sssembled the shape 
of a Sting Ray with the exception that the object had no whip-like tail. Ir. 
ther described the object as having a dark, dull reddish brown color 
and that he observed a glint or reflection along the right side of the object 
as it was oscillating. en.: obse: glint or reflection when 
the right side was higher than the left. ig la +» stated that he first 
observed the object at about eleven (11) o'clock, that it was at an angle of 
approximately eighty-five (65) degrees above + izen and that it was travel- 
ing in a south by south west direction. lir. further stated that the 
object traveled in a straight path without apparently gaining or losing altitude, 
that it was oscillating from side to side end that it disappeared in the atmos- 
phere. 


2. On 31 May 1919, | CETTE T aes: St. Louis, 
Missouri, was interviewe ding the"si#hting of a strange obiect in ths sky 
f on 7 May 1949. Mrs Psubstantiated aeons version of the sighting 


of the object with the exception that she thought it was buff colored and thought 
Shere was a reddish glow, somewhat like the glow of a iron coal stove, along the 
right edge of the object as it was oscillating through the sky. Both agreed that 
the sun had just gones down behind the trees und that there was still quite a bit 
Ks ay in the sky. Neither observed any fins, canopies, or antennas on the 
object. ; 


3. Interview of neighbors in the vicinity EE. St. Louis, 


Missouri, on ó June 1949, failed to reveal any information that would indicate 

either Mr. or Mrs« be eccentric or that they had ever reported seosing 
any strange objects before. The object was not noticed by any of the neighbors 
however they all stated they could not remember looking in the sky at that time 


on 7 May 1949. 


le A check of the files of the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department, 
St. Louis, Missouri, on 3 June 1949, failed to reveal the name of either Mr.or:Mrs. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


DO #12, OSI 2-38 2 


CAII 


ass UNCLASSIFIED 


-e - ever being arrested or ever being a complainant in any cese. 


5. A check of the files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, St. Louis, 
Missouri, on 3 June 1949, failed to reveal any record of Mrs. or Mrs. 


6. On % June 1949 he flight records of the McDonnell Aircraft Cornorsticn, 
lerbert Field, St. Louis, Missouri, revealed there were no flights of airerstt 
frem that plant after 0930 hours on 7 Nay 1949. 


7. On 3 Juno 19) $ Lieutenant Junior Grade, United States 
Navy, Operations Officer, U, S. Naval Air Station, Lambert Field, Ste Louis, 
Missouri, advised there had been no flishts from the Naval Air Station betw 
1750 hours and 1830 hours Central Standard Time on 7 lay 1949. _— further 
stated thet the Ground Control Approach Unit had secured at lol5 hours, CST, on 
7 Nay 1949, and had not resumed operation until 0500 hours, CST, on 9 Mav 1649. 


NOT: The GCA Unit at Lambert Field, St. Louis, Missouri, operated by the U.S. 
Navy is the only radar unit operating in this area. 


8. On 3 Jume 1949, Ve as Sor i07 Twoor Controllor, Lambert Field, 
St. Louis, Missouri, advised the only south bound flicht from Lambert Field at 
approximately 1600 hours CST on 7 May 1949, was a Chicago and Souther -L which 


departed Lambert Field for liemphis, Tennessee, at 1751 hours CST, Ir 
further stated this ship had: taken off to the northeast and would have flown over 


south St, Louis at an aporoximate altitude of six (6) or eight (8) thousand feet 
at the time a strenge object was sighted by Mr 


AT SCOTT AFB, ILLINOIS 


a 


9. On 3 June 1949 the records of the AACS, Scott Air Force Pase, Illinois, 
were examined, Above records failed to reveal any aircraft that nad arrived or | 
departed this station between the hours of 1730 and 1830 hours, Col, on 7 bay | 


1949. ya 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

10. On 6 June 1949, 1r a, t+. Louis, 
Missouri, was re-interviewed to ascertain if ha had noticed a commercial airliner 
fly over his home on the evening of 7 May 19h49. stated that he has 
noticed a four engine airliner that flys over his house late in the afternoon 
but that he does not remember seeing this particular airplane on the evening of 


7 May 1949. 
NOTE; As there were no kno erimental aircraft flying in this area on 7 Nay 
1949, it is possible Mr ighted the Chicago and Southern Airliner and in the 
evening twilight may have mistaken it for an unidentified object. 

INCLOSURES 
FOR DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 5, WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB, OHIO 


Guide to investigation (in triplicate). 


REFERRED UPON COMFLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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Project "Grudge" 325 : 
SD OSI MC IAXS 2h ay L9 
ATTE: 1e Je Be Morrill 


le It is reyuested that your offico initiate an investivation of the si«!)ting of an 
uridentified aerial phenomenon reported by inclosed letter. 


2. as an aid to the investigating officer in recording desired data, two copies of 
our Guide to Investigation are also inclosod. 


Incls: A. J. ESMSTREET, JR. GiT/ame 
l. Cy ltr, 5/17/U9, fr Hq Fifth Army Lt Colonel, USAF 6-6398 
2. Guide to Inves. (2 Cys) Acting Chief, Analysis Division Bldg 288 
( Intelligence Department Post 216<B 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 


FILE NO. | DATE 


THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS SDe2eDIp | 27 May JQ  — 


“REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
COMBS — mag- 


"REPORT MADE AT 


TITLE 
PERIOD Wy ’ 3 
PROJECT "GRUDGE" A TL nae 
Incident, 13 May 1949 po-#5,¥/P_AFB, Dayi Ohi 
Saint Louis, Missouri “STATUS ee 
CHES —PENDING- 
|__.___SPECTAT, INQUIRY 
REFERENCE 
Sere rem ee Si 
SYNOPSIS 
Investigation requested by A. J. HENSTREET, dre, 
Lte Col., USAF, Acting Chief, Analysis Division, 
Intelligence Department, Headquarters, Air 
Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Dayton, Ohio, re the sighting of an 
unidentified aerial phenomena at St. Louis, 
Missouri, on 13 May 1919. 
nny AT yi > 
WNGR A). Ki wy i Reet 
PONpECL pon bes 
UNCLASSIFIED 
DISTRIBUTION | ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO FILE STAMP 
Commanding General 
+d an A Air Materiel Command 
d Wright-Patterso 
DO #12 (Inel) 2 ade aad om alai 
File e ATTN:  MCTAIS 
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9 ) C? y: pp 3 dy 


AFCS] FORM 4 
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() JOHN É, MORRILL 
WUJG USAF 
THOMAS F» DOYLE, JR. 


Captain, USAF 
Acting ISTRICT COMMANDER 


16—-50438-1 V. €. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
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TELAS 


5D-2)\-21P 
PROJECT "GRUDGE" 


DETAILS: 


l, This investigation is predicated upon a request from 
A. Je IIZHSTREST, JR., Lt. Cole, USAF, Acting Chief, Analysis 
Division, Intelligence Department, “eadquarters, Air liateriel 
Command, on 24 May 1949% 


AT WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB 


2e Lte Cole HENSTREET forwarded this office a copy of a 
letter from Headquarters, 5th Army, addressed to Commanding 
General, Headquarters, Air Materiel Command, in which one 
ROBERT VAUGHN, 5219 Alabama, St. Louis, Kissouri, is reported 
to have observed an unidentifiable aerial object in the 
vicinity of St. Louis, Missouri, on 13 iay 19496 


3. The referenced letter is as follows: 


®HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY 
Office of The Commanding General 
1660 "ast Hyde Park Boulevard 
Chicago 15, Illinois 


ALFGF-I 17 May 1949 
SUBJECT: Sighting of Mysterious Object 


TOs Commanding General 
Hq Air Materiel Command 
Wright-Patterson Air Force base 
Wright Field, Ohio 
ATTN: MCIAXS 


le The following item, dated 13 May, was reported to this 
headquarters by the Regional Office of St. louis, Missouris 


"Iong after the wave of reports of flying saucers, 
a south Ste Louisan said that he had sighted some 


other mysterious object in the sky last Saturdays 
St. Louis, said the 


object appeared to be about the size of a light 


noes 


I 


5D-2);=21P 
PROJECT "GRUDGE" 


private airplane, but bore no resemblance to a 
plane and was much faster, ‘It was flat, reddish 
brown in color and I saw a glint in the late 
sunlight at that height, although the sun had 
sèt where we were,' he said. ‘The object seemed 
to have an oscillating motion and was somewhat 


triangulare!" 


2. No further investigation is contemplated by this 
headquarters. À 


FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 


/s/ Robert P. Bell 
ROBERT P. BELL 
Colonel, GSC 
AC of S, G-2" 


INCLOSURE 


FOR DO #12, SCOTT AFB 
"Guide to Investigation" (in quin) 


PENDING 


UNCLASSIFI5D. 


Com 


esse 


giin UNCLASSIFI 
PROJECT "GRUDGE" 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 12, SCOTT AFB 
AT ST. LOUIS, iI SSOURT 


Will interview Kr a: St. Louis, 
Missouri, regarding his observation of an unidentified aerial 


object on 15 May. Will complete the inclosed "Guide to 
Investigation" and return same to District Office No. 5, 


